Histiocytic necrotising lymphadenitis (Kikuchi's disease): a rare cause of cervical lymphadenopathy.
Both Head and Neck Surgeons and General Surgeons are frequently referred patients with cervical lymphadenopathy. An uncommon but important cause is histiocytic necrotising lymphadenitis. This is a benign self-limiting disease that has been confused with malignant lymphomas. Some patients may also experience distressing and debilitating symptoms which can last for months. We describe four cases to illustrate the varied clinical presentation of this disease and present new signs seen in association with it. A remarkable therapeutic response to a short course of oral corticosteroids was observed in one case.